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This exhibition has been conceived 
by Hou Hanru for MAXXI, National 
Museum of the 21st Century Arts, 
Rome. It has been adapted to 
La Panacée’s exhibition spaces. 
This new version condenses further 
the diverse activities one finds 
in the streets into a closed space. 
Thus, the sixty artworks shown 
in this exhibition underline what 
is universally significant. The visitors 
are invited to experience the 
organised confusion of the streets 
and become aware of the urban, 
social, political and domestic 
aspects of these open spaces we 
share – constantly negotiating 
between rules and transgression, 
order and chaos. The world 
renews itself; it is born again in this 
incredible tension…

Video plays a significant role in this 
exhibition, because it is the go-to 
medium to see the world today, 
and the ideal support to tell a story. 
The camera acts as the perfect 
interface between the public and 
the private spheres.

Works by Andrea Bowers, Andrea 
Salvino, Marinella Senatore, Rirkrit 
Tiravanija and Yang Jiechang, 
as well as Moe Satt’s installation 
and the videos by Éric Baudelaire, 
Chto Delat?, Cinthia Marcelle, 
Chen Shaoxiong and Jonathas 
de Andrade voice the power 
of protests and demonstrations.

Negotiations between individual 
freedom and community building 
can be seen in films by Kimsooja, 
Zhou Tao, Kim Sora, Francis Alÿs, 
Hiwa K and Mark Bradford.

Public space as a place that can 
sometimes marginalise or socially 
exclude is the subject of works 
by Halil Altindere, Flavio Favelli, 
Adel Abdessemed, Ivan Argote, 
Marcela Armas, Jimmie Durham, 
Mark Lewis, Jill Magid, and Fang Lu.

Streets have also become a play-
ground for artistic experiments, a 
kind of open-air studio and gallery 
– such is the case in the works 
of Allora & Calzadilla, Cao Fei, 
Martin Creed, Jean-Baptiste Ganne, 
David Hammons, and Lin Yilin, 
among others.

Thomas Hirschhorn, Raphaël 
Zarka and Simon Fujiwara pay 
particular attention to the porosity 
and interactions between 
the institution and the street.

Finally, streets are the space 
for cartography – circuits of activity, 
flows, energies, resources 
and more. Rosa Barba’s metal pipes 
installation, which makes us 
hear the underground, suggests 
just that. So does Zhao Zhao’s 
re-creation of asphalt in which the 
ghosts of run over cats appear.

Lastly, Liu Qingyuan guides us 
with a narrative timeline. The Streets 
of the Story is inspired by important 
actions and events in which 
contemporary art and the street 
have met. In this sort of comic 
book-like posters, one can find iconic 
personalities such as Vito Acconci, 
Daniel Buren, Valie Export, 
Adrian Piper and Teching Hsieh.
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entrance

Shen Yuan 
Born 1959, Xianyou – lives and works in Paris

Uncomfortable 
shoes (Elles 
sont parties 
pourtant elles 
n’ont nulle 
part où aller)
[They left 
even though 
they have 
nowhere to go]
2008

184 black shoes, 
99 coloured shoes
© Shen Yuan and kamel 
mennour, Paris / London

This discreet, yet imposing installa-
tion shows the artist’s interest for 
questions related to exile, migration 
and hopeless walks.



room 1

Rosa Barba 
Born 1972, Sicily – lives and works in Berlin.

Free Post 
Mersey Tunnel
2010

Pipes, sound
© Rosa Barba

Free Post Mersey Tunnel is a sonorous 
sculpture made of pipes and air 
ducts that fill space like an ever-
growing and out-of-control entity. 
The sound was recorded in Liver-
pool’s Mersey Tunnels, close to 
the Mersey River, where ventilation 
noise mixes with traffic sounds.

Liu Qingyuan
Born 1972, Chongqing – lives and works in Guangzhou

The Streets 
of the Story 
2017

Print on adhesive tape
© Liu Qingyuan

This large-scale comic book features 
Daniel Buren, Vito Acconci, Andre 
Cadere, Joseph Beuys, Valie Export, 
David Hammons, Teching Hsieh, 
Mona Hatoum, Lin Yilin and 
Francis Alÿs, among others. It is 
an adaptation of essential contem-
porary art actions that happened 
in the streets. Its 28 scenes depict 
a short history of a vital part 
of today’s artistic “revolution”.

Li Liao
Born 1982, Hubei – lives and works in Shenzhen

A Slap in Wuhan
2010

VidEo, 5’9”, 4:3, stErEo

Single Bed 01 
(Optics Valley)
2011

Single Bed 02 
(Playground) 
2011

VidEo, 24’02”, 4:3, stErEo

VidEo, 12’ 07”, 4:3, stErEo
© Li liao

Li Liao uses very simple actions to try 
and trigger a reaction from Wuhan 
city’s ordinary yet hurried passers-by. 
A man gets unexpectedly slapped in 
the face in the middle of the street; ano- 
ther one lies on the ground to sleep…

Li Binyuan 
Born 1985, Hunan – lives and works in Beijing

Heaven
2013

Long Jump
2015

Divergent 
Paths
2012

Parallels  
with the Night
2012

VidEo, 3’52”, 16:9, mono

VidEo, 6’19”, 16:9, mono

VidEo, 3’28”, 16:9, b/w, 
mono

VidEo, 1’55”, 16:09, mono
© Li Binyuan

In this series of videos, Li Binyuan 
makes simple performances, 
as though he was trying to measure 
social space with his body – 
either with or without accessories. 
He jumps from one side of the road 
to the other; seats on a chair in 
the middle of a busy street; drives 
through the city on a motorbike, 
naked while wearing a cross…

Lin Yilin
Born 1964, Guangzhou – lives and works in Beijing 
and New York

Golden Series 
(Golden Bridge 
45’, Golden 
Flower 30’, 
Golden Hill 120’)
2011/12

VidEos, 16:9, stErEo
© Lin Yilin



Lin Yilin’s “golden journey” is a 
series of performances the artist did 
while living in San Francisco, where 
he taught at the San Francisco Arts 
Institute. These performances are 
gestures that unexpectedly disrupt 
the normal order of daily life in 
an attempt to explore or underline 
questions relating to migration and 
urban development.

Zhou Tao
Born 1976, Changsha – lives and works in Guangzhou

East 6th St to 
location one
2009

Mutual Exercise 
2009

VidEo, 6’ 42”, 16:9, stErEo

VidEo, 10’ 52”, 16:9,stErEo
© Vitamin Creative Space

L’artiste procède à une série 
de performances avec des amis lors 
desquelles il expérimente l’espace 
de la rue avec le corps, selon 
différentes postures et combinaisons.

Kim Sora
Born 1965, Seoul – lives and works in Seoul

Abstract 
Walking
2012

Turtle Walk 
2010

VidEo, 13’, 16:9, stErEo

VidEo, 13’, 16:9, stErEo
© Kim Sora

Kim Sora frequently works with 
artists from different fields such 
as musicians and choreographers. 
She likes to place incongruous 
elements into the ordinary – 
this may be her way of giving 
a gentler look on what’s different 
and abnormal. 

Moe Satt
Born 1983, Yangon – lives and works in Yangon 

Hands Around 
In Yangon
2012

VidEo, 7’ 20”, 16:9, stErEo
© Moe Satt

This video is an inventory of Yangon’s 
hand gestures. The artist has 
observed these gestures in various 
everyday actions (such as counting 
money, cutting one’s nails, 
or peeling vegetables) as thought 
they were cultural traits.

Adel Abdessemed
Born 1971, Constantine – lives and works in Paris.

Foot on
2005

VidEo, 2” (loop), 4:3, 
stErEo 
© Adel Abdessemed

This two-second loop shows a 
bare foot crushing a can of Coke – 
a condensed picture of the world as 
a contrasted, fragile yet violent place.

David Hammons
Born 1943, Springfield – lives and works in New York

Phat Free
1995/2000

VidEo, 5’ 4”, 4:3, stErEo
© Pinault Collection

This piece is based on a perfor-
mance during which a man walks 
the streets at night while hitting 
a metal bucket. The video starts with 
a black screen. One can only hear 
metal clank sounds and noise 
in the background. It is only halfway 
through the video that we understand 
where the sounds come from.

Robin Rhode
Born 1976, Cape Town – lives and works in Berlin

He Got Game 
2000-2004

Video, digital animation, 
3'15", 16:9, stereo
© kamel mennour, Paris 
/ London

This video is a tribute to Spike Lee’s 
eponymous movie, in which 
the artist accomplishes an acrobatic



slam-dunk. His use of a Méliès-like 
technique allows him to break
free from gravity: the image 
presented as vertical is in fact shot 
on the ground.

Jean-Baptiste Ganne
Born 1972 – lives and works in Nice

Ball Drawing 
2011

VidEo, 29’ 30”, 16:9, stErEo
© Jean-Baptiste Ganne

The video shows a performance 
of the artist kicking a football. Every 
time the ball hits a wall, it leaves 
a mark. Here, violence is harmless: 
the rage from the streets is trapped 
between four walls.



	 Liu Qingyuan 
↑	 subway station vittorio emanuele, rome, la strada / © Luis do rosario

	 Jean-Baptiste Ganne
↓	 ball drawing, 2011



room 2

Chim Pom
Japanese art collective created in 2005, with Ellie, 
Yasutaka Hayashi, Motomu Inaoka, Toshinori Mizuno, 
Masataka Okada and Ryūta Ushiro.

Black of death 
2007-2013

Video, 7’ 20”, 16:9, stErEo

With the help of a stuffed crow and 
a megaphone, a member of the 
collective invites other crows to some 
of Tokyo’s most symbolic places.

Super Rat
2006

Video, 3' 13", 16:9, stereo
© Chim↑Pom and MUJIN-TO 
Production, Tokyo

“Super Rat” is how rats extermina-
tors call a new, rat poison-resistant 
species they meet in Tokyo’s streets. 
In 2006, Chim Pom members 
went hunting for these rats equipped 
with butterfly nets. The rats 
they captured have been stuffed 
and painted in yellow, like the 
Pikachu Pokémon, and displayed 
in wild postures.

Marcela Armas
Born 1976, Durango – lives and works in San Miguel 
de Allende and Mexico.

Occupation 
2007

Video, 4’04”, 16:9, stErEo
© Marcela Armas

Occupation is a performance the 
artist made in the streets of Mexico 
and Porto Alegre. The artist wears 
a music instrument composed 
of 7 horns emitting different sounds. 
She mingles with the traffic and starts 
unexpected conversations with 
drivers, thus asserting her place 
as a vulnerable being, which 
has to deal with the exacerbated 
urban growth.

Fang Lu 
Born 1981, Guangzhou – lives and works in Beijing
Sound Bomb, 2011

Sound Bomb 
2011

Video, 6’34”, 16:9, stErEo
© Fang Lu

In this video, we follow a black 
suitcase’s journey from a bustling 
commercial neighbourhood to 
Tiananmen Square. This suitcase 
is screaming, begging for attention. 
Discomfort lingers for a long time 
with this political and provocative 
action, as passers-by wonder about 
the nature of these screams.

Lin Yilin
Born 1964, Guangzhou – lives and works in Beijing 
and New York

Safely 
Manœuvering 
across 
Lin he Road
1995

Video, 36’, 4:3, stErEo
© Lin Yilin

This video is one of Lin Yilin’s 
“Social constructions” filmed per-
formances. The artist moves a stack 
of concrete cobblestones from 
one side of the street to the other, 
in one of Guangzhou’s most recent 
neighbourhoods.

Pak Sheung Chuen (Tozer Pak)
Born 1977, Fujian – lives and works in Hong Kong

A Zebra for 
5 Persons
2006

Video, 13’ 09”, 5:4, stErEo
© Tozer Pak and Vitamin 
Creative Space

Five persons line up to block off 
a zebra crossing and cross the street. 
The artist distorts urban codes 
and the standard behaviour 
they imply, to show how they impose 
a machine-like behaviour.



The Propeller Group
Art collective created in 2006, Ho Chi Minh

The Dream
2012

Video, 4’20”, 16:9, silent
© James Cohan, New York

Since its introduction in Vietnam in 
1985, the Honda Dream motorbike 
has become iconic in the country. 
Built in Japan for exportation purpo-
se only, it embodies the mechanical 
fantasy for the masses. This is also 
the most sought-after motorbike: 
thieves tear it down to pieces and sell 
the parts to the black market.

Iván Argote
Born 1983, Bogota – lives and works in Paris

The beginning 
of something 
2011

Video, 3’33’’, 16:9, mono
© Perrotin, Paris / 
New York / Hong Kong / 
Seoul / Tokyo

The artist has walked around New 
York for months, looking for empty 
police cars. He filmed them while 
shaking them, creating a strange, 
impenetrable ballet, both worrying 
and funny.

Sun Yuan / Peng Yu
Sun Yuan, Born 1972, Beijing; Peng Yu, born 1974, 
Heilongjiang – live and work in Beijing.

I do not 
sleep tonight
2010

Video, 15’, 16:9, stErEo
© Sun Yuan and Peng Yu

The artists have placed police lights 
and sirens on their car and then 
drove around Beijing until they got 
arrested.

Jill Magid
Born 1973, Bridgeport – lives and works in New York 

Final Tour
2004

Video, 2’14”, 4:3, stErEo
© Labor, Mexico

Final Tour is part of the Evidence 
Locker series – a project that stemmed 
from working with Liverpool’s police 
and that has been declined in various 
manners. We follow the artist 
in the streets of Liverpool thanks 
to the city’s CCTV.

Mark Lewis
Born 1958, Hamilton – lives and works in London 

Galveston
2017

Video, 7’15”, 35:18, silent
© Mark Lewis

Galveston is a city located on 
an island, in Texas, which has been 
occupied and invaded several times 
over. Mark Lewis films the city 
and its modern buildings. He plays 
with animated 3D effects to blur 
the line between fiction and reality 
and amplifies the contrasts of 
this city that’s constantly bearing 
hopes of a brighter future.

Above and 
Below the  
Minhocão
2014

Video, 11’15”, 16:9, silent
© Mark Lewis

More than 80 000 vehicles use 
the Minhocão, Sao Paulo’s elevated 
highway, every day. But at night 
and during weekends, the road 
is closed. When it was built in 1970, 
the Minhocão was a testimony of 
successful large-scale urban planning. 
But today, it is the symbol of 
a fallen modernity no one dreams 
of anymore.



	 Mark Lewis 
↑	 above and below the minhocÃo, 2014



Passageway

Jeremy Deller  
Born 1966 – lives and works in London

How to quit 
Facebook
2018

Flyers
© Jeremy Deller

Jeremy Deller’s poster/flyer is a very 
precise six-steps description of how 
to erase one’s Facebook account. 
The artist uses collaborative art forms 
and activist strategies, to point a 
system’s malfunction while allowing 
doubt to linger: is this art or activism? 
Probably a bit of both, because art 
may very well be the last place where 
one can protest without fear.

Flavio Favelli
Born 1967, Florence – lives and works in Savigno

24 H
2015

Mc Donald 
2015

Fiamm
2015

IP
2018

Valvoline
2018

Jolly
2015

Univers
2015

Neon signs
© Flavio Favelli

As illuminated images overlay, these 
neon ad signs become unreadable. 
They convey some kind of nostalgia 
for the 1980s’ aesthetics but also 
create confusion about the object’s 
nature by depriving it from its func-
tion. It thus becomes an arrange-
ment, a layer, and a clue, mixed with 
a complex reality that needs being 
deciphered.

Zhao Zhao
Born 1982, Xin Jiang – lives and works in Beijing

In Extremis
2018

Installation, brass, 
stainless steel, iron, 
steel, asphalt
© Tang Contemporary 
Gallery

Puddles of coloured metal lie on 
an asphalt road. They evoke 
the flattened ghosts of the forgotten 
cats who were ran over on a road 
in Tokyo, and thus become discreet 
commemorative plaques.

lounge space

Atelier Bow Wow
Momoyo Kajima, born 1969, Tokyo; Yoshiharu Tsuka-
moto, born 1965, Kanagawa

Bar Yatai 1
Book Yatai
2018

Stainless steel frame, 
coloured polycarbonate 
sheets, rivets, wheels, 
LED ribbon, Plexiglas, 
books
© Istituto di Cultura 
Giapponese di Roma

Atelier Bow-Wow is a Tokyo-based 
architecture firm created by Yoshiharu 
Tsukamoto and Momoyo Kajima 
in 1992. Its work follow three 
principles: “Pet architecture” (a 
nomadic, small and domestic kind 
of architecture), “behaviorology” 
(thinking architecture based on 
behaviour studies) and Post Bubble 
City, that focuses on what kind 
of architecture can be made in dense 
urban areas.



room 3

Mark Lewis 
Born 1958, Hamilton – lives and works in London

Cold Morning 
2009

Video, 7’35”, 16:9, silent
© Mark Lewis

The camera stands still as a home-
less man warms his clothes to an air 
vent’s hot fumes.

Francis Alÿs 
Born 1959, Antwerp – lives and works in Mexico

Sleepers II
2001

80 35 mm slides, slide 
projector
MAXXI Art Collection

This piece is an inventory of people 
sleeping in the streets. The artist 
wants to “record the role dreams 
could play in how we rethink 
togetherness”, just like a break from 
reality that would help rebuild it.

Kimsooja 
Born 1957, Daegu – lives and works in Seoul

A Needle Woman
2009

A Beggar 
Woman – Lagos 
2001

A Homeless 
Woman – Delhi
2000

Video, 25’, 4:3, silent

Video, 8’50”, 4:3, silent

Video, 6’33”,4:3, silent
© Galleria Raffaella 
Cortese

Kimsooja embodies the “needle 
woman”, the “beggar woman” and 
the “homeless woman” in these three 
videos. This familiar yet disembodied 
figure is filmed from behind in still 
shots and with no audio, as we witness 
the reactions she causes.



	 Flavio Favelli 
↑	 fiamm, 2015



room 4

Francis Alÿs 
Born 1959, Antwerp – lives and works in Mexico

Paradox 
of Praxis 5
2013

Video, 7’ 49”, 5.1, stErEo
© Francis Alÿs

In the Paradox of Praxis series, 
Francis Alÿs walks the street while 
aimlessly activating an object 
(such as an ice block he’d move 
until it’s melted). In this video, 
the artist kicks a football set on fire, 
in Mexico’s devastated neighbou-
rhood of Juarez.

Hiwa K. 
Born 1975, Sulaymaniyah – lives and works in Berlin

Pre-Image 
(Blind As The 
Mother Tongue)
2017

Video, 17’40”, 16:9, stErEo
© KOW Berlin and 
Prometeo Gallery di Ida 
Pisani, Milano-Lucca 

This video is a retroactive recording 
of Hiwa K.’s escape from Kurdistan 
to Europe. This exercise that blends 
memories and fiction through random 
traces and changing circumstances, 
tells the journey he undertook 
from Iraq to Rome through Athens.

Mark Bradford 
Born 1961, Los Angeles – lives and works in Los Angeles

Niagara
2005

Video, 3’17’’, 4:3, silent
© Hauser & Wirth 

Bradford pays tribute to Marilyn 
Monroe’s final scene in Niagara 
(1953) by filming his neighbour 
walking away with a rolling gait, 

thus celebrating a homosexual Black 
man’s body on South Central’s 
sidewalks. 



	 Exhibition view  
↑	 la strada, maxxi / © Luis do Rosario

	 Exhibition view  
↓	 la strada, maxxi / © Luis do Rosario



Andrea Bowers  
Born 1965 – lives and works in Los Angeles

Migration Is 
Beautiful I 
(May Day, Los 
Angeles 2013)
2015

Migration Is 
Beautiful II 
(May Day, Los 
Angeles 2013)
2015

Badass Girls 
(May Day, Los 
Angeles 2014) 
2015

La Raza y La Causa 
(excerpts from 
the archive of 
Carlos Montes)
2015

Acrylic paint 
and graphite on paper 

Graphite on paper  

Acrylic paint 
and graphite on paper 

140 political posters, 
photographs archives, 
inkjet prints, decorative 
paper, stickers and 
push pins.
© Kaufmann Repetto 
Gallery

Andrea Bowers’ work focuses 
on the defence of minorities – most-
ly on Hispanic groups from Cali-
fornia, Arizona, New Mexico and 
Texas, who don’t have access to 
decent housing, can’t cross borders, 
are denied citizenship, and face 
police brutality. For her piece 
La Raza y La Causa (excerpts from 
the archive of Carlos Montes), 
she met Carlos Montes, founder 
of the Chicano organization Brown 
Berets in the late 1960s. The move-
ment’s archives are shown along 
with documents about current 
protests and political statistics hap-
pening in the same place. Drawings 
are inspired by photographs 
from the 2011 May Day march 
in Los Angeles.

« protest wall »

room 5 Kendell Geers 
Born 1968, Johannesburg – lives and works in Brussels

Kannibale
 (May 68), 
9373 – 9375 – 
9378 – 9379
2007

Ink on paper
© Kendell Geers

To the artist, cannibalism is a kind 
of relationship based on domination 
and appropriation – it goes beyond 
the word’s usual meaning. This defi-
nition is inspired by Brazilian poet 
Oswald de Andrade’s belief that 
“Cannibalism alone unites us. Social-
ly. Economically. Philosophically. 
It is a powerful metaphor of the 
cultural incorporation of the values 
of what doesn’t belong to me, and 
a radical vision of extreme violence.”

Pak Sheung Chuen (Tozer Pak) 
Born 1977, Fujian – lives and works in Hong Kong

Seal (No.
HCCC408-16#11) 
2017-2018

Knight-of-the-
black-river 
HCCC40816#11/
180306(11:08-1:17)
/HC/J:PBK/P:HKSAR/
D:XXX-XXX-LTKLNM-
LKM-LNH-(WKK)-
LHH/RIOT-MK

Acrylic on wall
© Tozer Pak and Vitamin 
Creative Space

The Seals are enlarged reproductions 
of drawings made by the artist during 
the Occupy Central’s activists’ trial, 
which was held from the 28th of 
September to the 15th of December 
2014 in Hong Kong. The artist 
picked them from his drawing 
notebook, then scanned and enlarged 
them to turn them into abstract 
shapes: an alphabets for a new 
language, both cryptic and decorative 
– the subtle signs of revolt. 
By scanning the QR codes with their



cell phones, visitors will access films 
about these events. 

Andrea Salvino 
Born 1969, Rome – lives and works in Berlin

Troppo presto, 
troppo tardi 
2015

Tutto il
restoè noia
2001

Photograph and tempera 
on paper  
Courtesy Flaminia 
Cerasi

Oil on canvas
Collection Paolo Pedri 

Andrea Salvino is interested in social 
history and contemporary politics. 
His large-scale paintings depict 
forgotten events from the collective 
memory, in order to define its iden-
tity more precisely.

Marinella Senatore  
Born 1977 – lives and works in Rome

Musician will 
be heard, 2016

Sister be strong
2016

Remember the 
first time you 
saw your name 
2016

Protest dance 
2016

Worker Union 
Brass Band 
2016

Collage, acrylic, 
archives on vegetable 
cardboard
Vincent De Smedt 
collection

Collage, acrylic and 
golden ink, archives 
on vegetable cardboard
Giovanni Bonelli 
Collection

Collage, acrylic and 
golden ink, archives on 
vegetable cardboard
Private collection

Pencil and wax colour 
on paper 
MAXXI Collection, Rome

Collage, graphite, ink on 
cardboard
MAXXI Collection, Rome

The artist highlights the human 
beings’ collective powers through 
gathering – protests, dances, 
and singings.

Rirkrit Tiravanija  
Born 1961, Buenos Aires – lives and works in Berlin, 
New York, and Bangkok

Untitled 2015 
(Demonstration 
Drawings)
2015

Pencil on paper
© Gavin Brown’s enter-
prise, New York, Roma

Rirkrit Tiravanija asked several Thai 
artists to draw protest pictures based 
on the Herald Tribune’s photographs. 
This is a way to take control 
of the images and to put them in a 
new temporality. Tiravanija suggests 
a collective practice of reading 
pictures and transcribing them.

Vătămanu & Tudor 
Mona Vătămanu, born 1968, Constanta; Florin Tudor, 
born 1974, Geneva – live and work in Bucharest

Appointment 
with History 
2007–ongoing

Oil on canvas
© Mona Vătămanu 
and Florin Tudor

These 20 small paintings refer 
to protests in different places of the 
planet, thus creating links between 
ideologies and historical moments. 
This produces new symbols for 
long-gone utopias, but also brings 
to light the scars of Communist 
Romania. For this series, the artists 
were inspired by an anti-capitalist 
protest in Basel.

Yang Jiechang 
Born 1956, Foshan – lives and works in Paris and Heidelberg

Lifelines 1
1990

Ink and acrylic on paper
© Yang Jiechang

This artwork was inspired 
by sketches Li Xianting made after 
observing the Tiananmen events 
of June 4, 1989, and the path



volunteers took to shelter people 
who got hurt.

Cinthia Marcelle 
(with Tiago Mata Machado)
Born 1974, Belo Horizonte – lives and works in São Paulo

O Seculo 
(The Century) 
2011

Video, 9’37”, 16:9, stereo
© Galleria Vermelho

An empty street is filmed from 
above. An anonymous hand throws 
objects into the frame. This violent 
gesture is both softened and 
highlighted by the absence of any 
human being. The camera focuses 
on a meaningless violence.

Yael Bartana 
Born 1970, Kfar Yehezkel – lives and works in Ams-
terdam and Berlin

Trembling Time 
2001

Video, 6'20", 4:3, stereo
© Yael Bartana and 
Annet Gellink Gallery, 
Amsterdam and Sommer 
Contemporary Art, Tel 
Aviv

Trembling Time focuses on the mi-
nute’s silence Israel established on 
the “Memorial Day for the Fallen 
Soldiers”. The camera is over 
a bridge and it records the traffic: 
a siren rings out, cars slow down 
and stop, people get out of their cars 
and climb back on them once the 
minute’s over: they go on with their 
occupations. This is a powerful 
testimony of a collective ritual, as 
well as a criticism against collective 
behaviours imposed by the powers 
that be.

Santiago Sierra (and Jorge Gallindo)
Born 1966, Madrid – lives and works in Mexico

Los Encarga-
dos (Those 
in Charge) 
2012

Video, 5’ 43”, 16:9, b/w, 
stErEo
© Prometeo Gallery

In August 2012, Santiago Sierra 
put together a procession of seven 
black Mercedes with huge portraits 
of king Juan Carlos and six of 
his ministers painted by artist Jorge 
Galindo. This film shows the 
parade in the Gran Via of Madrid, 
along with music inspired by Wars-
zawianka – this 1905 Polish workers 
anthem was often heard during 
the Spanish Civil War.

Chto Delat ? 
The Chto Delat? collective (What is to be done?) was 
founded in early 2003 in St. Petersburg by a workgroup 
of artists, critics, philosophers, and writers from 
St. Petersburg, Moscow, and Nizhny Novgorod.

Angry Sand-
wich People 
2006

Video, 8’, 4:3, stereo
© Chto Delat ?

This piece shows a theatrical 
performance that happened in the 
public space. Cwhto Delat? colla-
borated with two activist groups, 
Worker’s Democracy and The Pyotr 
Alexeev Resistance Movement 
to activate Brecht’s poem In Praise 
of Dialectics. The art collective 
chose Stachek Square as their scene. 
This is where strikers started their 
walk towards the Winter Palace 
in 1905. Sandwich men set on the 
square, with Brecht’s text written on 
their boards. They then recited the text.

Chen Shaoxiong 
Born 1962, Shantou – died in 2016 in Beijing

Ink Media
2011 -2013

Video, 3’, 4:3, stErEo
© Private collection



Chen drew photographs of 
protests he found on the Internet. 
The slide-show he made out 
of them has no chronological order, 
no hierarchy and no commentary. 
It is a timeless, universal political 
expression.

Yael Bartana 
Born 1970, Kfar Yehezkel – lives and works in 
Amsterdam and Berlin

The Recorder 
Player from 
Sheik Jarrah 
2010

Video, 7'20", 16:9, B/W, stereo
© Yael Bartana and Annet 
Gellink Gallery, Amsterdam 
and Sommer Contempora-
ry Art, Tel Aviv

During the 1982 Lebanon War, 
a young lady plays the Internationale 
and popular protest songs in front 
of the armed Israeli military police. 
This impassive, stoical figure 
becomes the symbol of a non-violent 
yet determined resistance.

Halil Altindere 
Born 1971, Mardin – lives and works in Istanbul

MOBESE 
(Gold Camera)
2011

Gold-plated sculpture, 
telescopic system
© Pilot Galeri Beyoglu/
Istanbul

The object celebrates CCTV by 
mocking the new cult dedicated to 
this control system that is supposed 
to pacify public space, while at 
the same time assuring control over 
the population.

Jimmie Durham 
Born 1940, Arkansas – lives and works in Europe

La Strada 
di Roma
2011

Installation, waste 
material
Maurizio Morra Greco 
Collection, Napoli

Jimmie Durham removed pieces 
of a roman street to bring them 
to the public’s attention. 
He toys around with the concepts 
of ready made and waste, anonymity 
and sacredness.

Thomas Hirschhorn  
Born 1957, Berne – lives and works in Paris

Timeline : Work 
in Public Space 
2012–2018

Installation, cardboard, 
paper, photos, prints, 
photocopies, tape, 
marker, plastic film
© Thomas Hirschhorn 
and Gladstone Gallery, 
Brussels, New York

This piece is a continuation 
of a commissioned work Thomas 
Hirschorn did for the Dia Art 
Foundation, in which he made 
a timeline presenting all the 
projects he did in public spaces. 
By gluing papers and creating 
connexions that highlight the projects’ 
inherent precariousness, this work 
in progress is an outstanding 
recap of the artist’s preoccupations 
and methodology.

Moe Satt 
Born 1983, Yangon – lives and works in Yangon

Parasol 
Alternative 
2018

Installation, 3 parasols, 
silk, cotton, bamboo, 
wood, thread
© Nova Contemporary 

Traditional parasols are cut and 
repaired with zippers to subtly sug-
gest the Burmese people’s unstable 
condition.



Abraham Cruzvillegas   
Born 1968, Mexico – lives and works in Paris

The Simultaneous
Promise
2011

Tricycle, speakers, car 
battery, horns, metal 
pipes, mirrors
© Mima and Cesar Reyes 
Collection

In this “autoconstruction”, we can 
listen to the artist’s childhood songs 
and to some fanfare pieces. The 
artist invites us to imagine the atypi-
cal, sound-related ride triggered 
by this familiar yet unique object.

Cao Fei 
Born 1978, Guangzhou – lives and works in Beijing 

Rumba II : Nomad 
2015

Video, 14’16”, 16:9, stErEo
© Cao Fei

Robot vacuums dance on the rubbles 
of Beijing’s urban fringes, where 
conversion is often violent. They 
become alien-like explorers, taking 
samples from our times.

Sharon Hayes 
Born 1970, Baltimore – lives and works in New York

I didn’t know  
I loved you
2009

Video, 10' 30", 16:9, stereo
sound : Becca Blackwell 
- speakers : Aybike Esin 
Tumluer, Gizem Aksu, Tuna 
Erdem, Sema Semih, Sanem 
Ilçe, Baris Ger, Seyhan 
Arman - Camera : Ozcan 
Vardar
© Sharon Hayes and Tanya 
Leighton, Berlin. Produced 
for the Istanbul Biennial 
in 2009, curators : What, 
How & for Whom / WHW

Sharon Hayes looks at the effects of 
speeches in the street. Performers 
read love letters in order to show 
how the context in which a message 
is transmitted influences how it is 
received. In Istanbul, peer pressure 
can be strong and gender-related 
questions are treated arbitrarily 
and violently.

Koki Tanaka 
Born 1975, Tochigi – lives and works in Los Angeles

Someone’s Junk 
Is Someone 
Else’s Treasure 
2011

Video, 11’, 16:9, stErEo
© Vitamin Creative Space

Koki Tanaka tries to sell palm leaves 
at a Los Angeles flea market. By 
documenting the public’s reactions, 
he realises that what he’s trying to 
sell with the palm leaves is “an idea, 
an experience, or a story”.

Fang Lu 
Born 1981, Guangzhou – lives and works in Beijing

News  
Re-enactment 
2008

Video, 9’, 4:3, stErEo
© Fang Lu

These videos are re-enactments 
of scenes the artist has seen on 
the news. She makes sure we notice 
the scenes are artificial and perfor-
med, so that we are left disturbed, 
wondering about the nature of what 
is shown.

Eric Baudelaire 
Born 1973, Salt-Lake-City – lives and works in Paris

Sugar Water 
2007

Video, 72’, 16:9, stErEo
© LUX Distribution

This long video shows an advertising 
installer in the metro, as he installs 
and then covers a series of images 
of an exploding car, four times 
in a row. The action is frozen; its 
sequences are rolled out. The picture’s 
violence is switched off by the slow 
dramatization and by the gesture’s 
meaninglessness.



Walked 
The Way Home
2018

Video, 27’, 16:9, stErEo
© LUX Distribution

The title of the video comes from 
Alvin Curran’s song of the same 
name. Going home is a mundane, 
every day life action but it becomes 
disturbing as we watch the images 
the artist took with his phone 
near his studios in Rome and Paris. 
One can’t miss the imposing 
presence of uniforms, which is scary 
precisely because this presence 
seems normal.

Raphaël Zarka
Born 1977, Montpellier – lives and works in Paris

Riding
Modern Art
2017

Offset prints, 2000 
posters
© Raphaël Zarka 
and Galerie michel Rein, 
Paris/brussels

For about ten years, Raphaël Zarka 
has been collecting the pictures of 
skateboarders riding public artworks 
he found in skateboard magazines 
and websites. “Passers-by, art 
critics and History consider artworks 
through esthetical or conceptual 
criteria (it’s beautiful or interesting). 
The skaters’ criteria are first 
and foremost mechanical: 
the more movements a sculpture 
suggests, the bigger its interest.” 
Raphaël Zarka



	 Yael Bartana 
↑	 The Recorder Player from Sheik Jarrah, 2010

	 Chan Shaoxiong  
↓	 ink media, 2011 – 2013
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Halil Altindere 
Born 1971, Mardin – lives and works in Istanbul

Wonderland 
2013

Video, 8’ 26”, 16:9, stErEo
© Pilot Galeri Beyoglu/
Istanbul

The artist made this video in colla-
boration with Roma rap band Tahri-
bad –I Isyan. We follow a high-speed 
police chase in Istanbul’s Sulukule 
neighbourhood. In 2006, the Roma 
people who inhabited there since the 
Byzantine Empire have been chased, 
in order to build more housing.

Cao Fei 
Born 1978, Guangzhou – lives and works in Beijing 

Hip Hop Fukuoka
2005

Hip Hop 
Guangzhou 
2003

Hip Hop : New York
2006

Video, 8’, 4:3, stErEo

Video, 3’, 4:3, stErEo

Video, 5’, 4:3, stErEo
© Cao Fei

The HIP HOP series shows interest 
to the characteristics of this means 
of expression that gives the street 
a chance to speak. Hip-hop is burs-
ting with energy, at times politically 
engaged and funny. Cao Fei asks 
young people and older ones 
to perform songs in different cities.

Martin Creed 
Born 1968, Wakefield – lives and works in Alicudi

What the Fuck 
Am I Doing
2017

Video, 4’ 21’’, 4:3, stErEo

auditorium corridor 

Yang Zhenzhong
Born 1968, Hangzhou – lives and works in Shanghai

Straight Line 
2012

Video, 7’22’’, 16 :9, stErEo
© ShanghArt Gallery

The artist invites us to follow an old 
man who walks on the edge of a curb 
with his cane. The scene is mundane, 
but a strange feeling sets in. There 
is no background noise, and the 
street looks unreal: there’s only one 
curb, and no crossing.

Botto&Bruno
Gianfranco Botto, born 1963, Roberta Bruno, born 
1966 – live and work in Turin

L’enfant 
Sauvage
2012

Video, 3’12”, 4:3, b/w , 
stErEo
© Botto&Bruno

This video is a reference to François 
Truffaut’s film of the same name. 
It shows a child playing on a large, 
empty square in Torino.



Work No. 1701 
2013

Video, 4'13", 16:9, stereo
© Gavin Brown’s enter-
prise, New York, Roma

Martin Creed’s short videos are like 
small pauses in the daily life. They 
are often funny or sarcastic, in order 
to better highlight society’s 
downsides such as exclusion and 
narcissism.

Allora & Calzadilla 
Jennifer Allora (Born 1974) & Guillermo Calzadilla (Born 
1971, Cuba). Live and work in San Juan, Puerto Rico

Returning 
a Sound
2004

Video, 5’42’’, 4:3, stErEo
© Allora & Calzadilla

The camera follows a biker 
on Vieques island, off the coast of 
Puerto Rico, which was a US and 
NATO military zone from 1940 
to 2002. The trumpet informs 
us that its inhabitants are taking 
it back, and it covers the sounds 
of explosions that has been 
part of their lives for more than 
60 years.

There’s more 
than one way 
to skin a sheep 
2007

Video, 6’46’’, 16:9, stErEo
© Allora & Calzadilla

In this video, a tulum player (tulum 
is a traditional bagpipe from Turkey 
made of a sheep’s stomach) bikes 
around Istanbul, as though he were 
resisting the city’s modernization, 
which can be violent.

Jonathas de Andrade 
Born 1982, Maceió – lives and works in Recife

O Levante 
The Uprising
2012–2013

Video, 8', 16:9, stErEo
© Galleria Continua 
San Gimignano / Beijing / 
Havana / Les Moulins

Farm animals are forbidden in Recife, 
but Jonathas de Andrade decided to 
organize a chariot race pulled 
by horses there nonetheless. He pre-
tended to be filming a movie to get 
the right to do so.

Simon Fujiwara 
Born 1982, London – lives and works in Berlin

New Pompidou 
project
2014

Video, 19’25”, 16:9, stErEo
© Dvir Gallery

This movie, in which fiction, autobio-
graphy and technique mix, was shot 
when the artist was in residency 
at Lafayette Anticipations as part 
of the 2014 Nouveau Festival at the 
Centre Pompidou. The movie 
is about the sculpture of a structural 
part of the Centre’s architecture. 
This part is turned into a talisman 
in which an intimate story meets the 
History of this iconic place.

MAP Office 
Multidisciplinary platform devised by Laurent Gutierrez 
(Born 1966, Casablanca) and Valérie Portefaix (Born 
1969, Saint-Étienne). They live and work in Hong Kong.

Runscape
2010

Video, 24’ 18”, 16:9, stErEo
© Map Office [Gutierrez + 
Portefaix]

A man is running in Tokyo’s aban-
doned passageways, thus revealing 
alternate itineraries in this city, whose 
development is built on a model 
of globalization and hyper-control.



Lim Minouk 
Born 1968, Daejeon – lives and works in Seoul

New Town Ghost
2005

VidEo, 10’45”, 4:3, stErEo
© Tina Kim Gallery, 
New York

In this video, the artist shows 
an activist rapping in a megaphone. 
She’s on a truck platform, with 
a percussionist. This band comes 
from the Yeongdeungpo neighbou-
rhood and gives evidence of the 
brutal changes this neighbourhood 
undergoes. It has been totally 
transformed by the development 
of a “new city” which replaced 
the former industrial area by huge 
supermarkets.

Ahmet Ögüt 
Born 1981, Diyarbakir – lives and works in Berlin 
and Istanbul

Fikirtepe de bir 
Ev (Pleasure 
Places 
of All Kinds)
2015

VidEo, 3’ 15”, 16:9, mono
© Ahmet Ögüt 
and KOW Gallery, Berlin

“Nail houses“ are houses that 
owners don’t want to sell or leave 
when developers want to buy their 
land to build on it. Ahmet Ögüt 
made miniatures of them, and he 
also filmed some in different coun-
tries: even the things that escape 
globalization end up looking alike.

Artur Żmijewski 
Born 1966, Warsaw

Democracies 
2009

VidEo, 146’, 16:9, stErEo
© Galerie Peter
Kilchmann

With these twenty movies, the artist 
follows moments of shared fervour 
in the public space. Some are protests, 

some military marches or football 
games. Żmijewski chooses what he 
wants to film, then goes on the 
scene with his team and tries 
to blend with the crowd attending 
the event. These videos show 
that behaviours look alike, no matter 
the event and its actors’ motivations.



	 Yang Jiechang 
↑	 Lifelines 1, 1999



Agenda

June
July
August



Visit
Informal and convivial visit of the exhibitions

Free entry, no registration

Every Wednesdays 
and Saturdays 
at 3pm

Focus visit
At lunchtime, a guide introduces the exhibition through 
a selection of works.

Every Fridays 
at 12:30 – 1pm

Educational Service
For groups (schools, social centers, associations, specialized institutions), 
the educational service offers visits of the exhibitions and creative workshops 
related to presented artists and works. 

Possibility to create specific projects
Information and registration 
+33 (0)4 67 34 59 16 – mediation@moco.art



03.08.19	 Little workshop 

	 �Practical artistic workshop and familiarization � 3pm-5pm
	 with contemporary art
	 With the MOCO’s guides

15.06.19	 THE CURATORS OF THE MOCO’S VISIT 

	 �Visit of the exhibition by Pauline Faure,  � 3pm 
Curator at the MOCO

22.06.19	 VISIT AND WORKSHOP IN FRENCH SIGN LANGUAGE

� 2pm-4pm

23.06.19	 FAMILY VISIT 

	 �One Sunday per month, young and adults share � 3pm-5pm 
a visit of the exhibition 

29.06.19	 SERIGRAPHY WORKSHOP WITH MAD SERIES 

	 Create your own flyer � 2pm-4pm

30.06.19	 POINT OF VIEW VISIT

	� The MOCO gives carte blanche to outside contributors � 4pm-5pm
	 to discover the exhibition in an unprecedented way	
	 Johana Baticle Architect – Urbanist 

07.07.19	 COMBINED VISIT OF THE MOCO 

	 �Discover the exhibitions presented at La Panacée � 5pm-7pm
	 and a selection of artworks from 100 artistes dans la ville 
	 – Zat 2019

17/18/19.07.19	 HOLIDAYS WORKSHOP / my Pop-up city

	� Three days of workshop with the MOCO’s guides � 3pm-5pm 

28.07.19 	 FAMILY VISIT 

	� One Sunday per month, young and adults share a visit � 3pm-5pm 
of the exhibition

07/08/09.08.19	 HOLIDAYS WORKSHOP 
	 Animate the Street : Stop motion workshop

	 Three days of workshop with the MOCO’s guides � 3pm-5pm

18.08.19	 FAMILY VISIT 

	� One Sunday per month, young and adults share a visit � 3pm-5pm
	 of the exhibition

Free entry, no registration, subject 
to the number of available places.

Free entry, pre-registration 
required at reservation@moco.art

Free entry, pre-registration 
required at reservation@moco.art 
Kids from 6 years old



Exhibition visit

From wednesday to sunday, 12-8 pm

Closed on mondays and tuesdays
Free entry 
Access for disabled

Administration open from monday to friday, 
9 am - 6 pm

Access

By car: in Montpellier, follow the "centre-
ville" direction, park at the Corum parking, 
5' walk.
Tramway: line 1 or 4, Louis Blanc station 
Train: Montpellier Saint-Roch station



14, rue de l’Ecole de Pharmacie, 34000 Montpellier
www.lapanacee.org

MO.CO.PANACÉE
CENTRE D’ART 
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